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IWG-P-09-08 
 

Partnership Update (January-March) 
 
This paper provides an update on LowCVP activities since the last IWG meeting and is 
provided for information only. 
 
Highlights 
 

• LowCVP forms not-for-profit company 
• Chairman meets Geoff Hoon & Angela Eagle 
• Neville Jackson becomes LowCVP Chairman 
• 6th Annual Conference announced 
• Parliamentary lunch hosted 
• Joint electric vehicle event with PRASEG 
• Car advertising seminar with SMMT & ISBAR 
• LowCVP support DfT to incentivise low carbon buses 
• “Engaging with investors” microsite launched 

 
1. LowCVP forms not for profit company 
 
LowCVP has completed the creation of a new not-for-profit company limited by guarantee 
and will become financially independent as of the 1st April. The company was registered on 
the 20th March with most of the existing Board migrating to become trustees of the new 
entity, which is applying for charitable status. 17 organisations represented on the Board and 
Steering Group became founding members and the Director is writing to all existing 
members inviting them to join the new organisation. 
 
Implications of the changes for members are described in Paper 11 
 
2. Chairman meets Geoff Hoon and Angela Eagle 
 
Graham Smith LowCVP Chairman and Director Greg Archer have met with Geoff Hoon, the 
Secretary of State for Transport. The meeting was used to brief the Minister on the work of 
the Partnership and its impending change in status to become a charity. The Minister was 
reassured that the close working relationship with Government would be retained and the 
Minister indicated this view was shared by his Department. 
 
Asked about the recently announced £250M investment to encourage ultra-low carbon cars 
(ULCC), the Minister invited LowCVP to consider how this money could be most effectively 
spent. He indicated the focus should be on building market share, as opposed to technology 
demonstration. LowCVP explained that much of the ULCC technology was immature and 
expectations needed to be managed accordingly. LowCVP believed electric vehicle variants 
had the potential to deliver significant emissions reductions but that to 2020 the majority of 
GHG-savings from road transport would be through improvements in current vehicle 
efficiency which also needed to be encouraged. Early market entrants should be incentivised 
to encourage their adoption and strategic investment in infrastructure would encourage this. 
Mechanisms such as forward commitment linked to an extended public procurement 
programme which includes private sector fleets provided a potential bridge to market for 
emerging technologies. LowCVP agreed to setup a group to advise on how the funds could 
be invested. 
 
LowCVP highlighted to the Minister the tremendous potential for reducing emissions from 
vans and trucks and drew his attention to the SMMT’s work on developing a database of van 
emissions and guidance to consumers. LowCVP saw huge potential to educate van 



purchasers about choosing more fuel efficient models and to use the database to examine 
effective incentive schemes to encourage the purchase of low carbon vans. The Minister 
recognised the opportunity and said that this would be a priority for his Department. He 
welcomed SMMT’s initiative and LowCVP’s planned further work and would like to see the 
UK take a lead in Europe.  
 
LowCVP explained to the Minister plans were also underway for an extension to the car label 
into the nearly new market. A pilot was planned to operate for 2-years for vehicles under 2-
years old. The Minister agreed to contact RMIF and SMMT to encourage their participation in 
the scheme, which is linked to the Act on CO2 Campaign, to ensure its success. 
 
LowCVP congratulated the Minister on the recent announcement of changes to the Bus 
Service Operators Grant (BSOG). The Director highlighted the concern of members that the 
scheme should incentivise both low cost incremental technologies and higher cost solutions 
delivering greater GHG-saving. The Minister commented that bus operators remained 
sceptical about the proposals but his Department remained committed to changing the 
support mechanism.  
 
Finally, LowCVP raised concerns of the implications of the RTFO drafting error. Concerns on 
the part of biofuel companies regarding the market disruption this was causing were 
highlighted and the work of the RFA which had shown that the level of biofuels likely to be 
supplied in 2009-12 will be affected by RTFCs carried over from 2008-9 and the removal of 
the duty differential in 2011-12. LowCVP encouraged the Department to ensure that if 
retrospective legislation was not possible the market disruption was restricted to the current 
year.  
  
The Chairman and Director have also met with Angela Eagle, Exchequer Secretary to the 
Treasury. In a wide ranging discussion LowCVP emphasised the need for Government to 
continue to strengthen incentives for low carbon vehicles to assist the industry in achievomg 
forthcoming EU targets. The Partnership welcomed the additional support now being 
provided for research and demonstration of low carbon technologies but stressed that more 
could be done including extending the public procurement programme to a wider range of 
vehicles and involving private sector fleets. It also emphasised the need to ensure research 
activities specifically supported UK businesses. The LowCVP Chairman stressed the need 
for Government to continue to support a portfolio of solutions and that whilst electric vehicles 
were a highly promising technology, and worthy of assistance, they remained appropriate to 
specific market niches only.  
 
3. Neville Jackson becomes Chairman of LowCVP 
 
Neville Jackson becomes Chairman of LowCVP from the 1st of April, replacing Graham Smith 
who steps down after 6 years but will remain on the Board. Professor Neville Jackson is 
currently Technology Director at Ricardo UK Ltd. He is responsible for developing the future 
vision of powertrain and related vehicle technology at Ricardo and for the strategy, planning 
and execution of research and development. He has also been responsible for a wide range 
of future vehicle demonstrators featuring advanced powertrain concepts with cost effective 
improvements in fuel economy and emissions. He is Vice Chairman of the European 
Automotive Research Partners Association based in Brussels, a visiting Professor at the 
University of Brighton and a director of CENEX, the UK Centre of Excellence for Low Carbon 
Vehicles. 
 
Neville will be supported by two vice-chairmen Darran Messem and Jamie Borwick. Darran is 
Vice President Fuel Development for Shell, where he leads the development of new fuel 
technology and products for Shell’s downstream business. He is a Director of Iogen Energy 
in Canada, Shell’s partner in the development of cellulose ethanol. Jamie is Chairman of 
Modec, manufacturers of a battery powered zero-emission urban delivery van. Lord Borwick 
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additionally serves as Chairman of Route2Mobility Ltd, funding wheelchairs and scooters for 
disabled people as part of the UK's Motability scheme, and of Oxis Energy Ltd, which is 
developing a new battery.  
 
4. 6th Annual Conference to take place at London’s City Hall on June 8th 
 
The LowCVP's 2009 annual conference will take place at City Hall, London on Monday, June 
8th. The event will be held in association with the WhatCar? Green Awards and with the 
support of the Greater London Assembly.   The London Mayor Boris Johnson has agreed to 
speak at the event and the Transport Secretary Geoff Hoon has also been invited to give the 
keynote speech during the conference morning session.  
 
The conference includes presentations on the recent FIA Trust 50by50 study and CBI report 
on responding to climate change. Parallel morning sessions will enable delegates to choose 
between a panel discussion examining impacts of the credit crunch on low carbon 
automotive technologies; or examining progress with advanced and alternative fuels and 
lubricants. Supporting Boris Johnson in a session devoted to driving local action are 
presentations from Project Better Place on electric vehicles and planned a video link to a 
west-coast US city. The event will conclude with a debate on strategic, marketing and 
technical approaches to delivering EU car targets followed by the WhatCar? awards. Full 
details will appear shortly on the LowCVP website: www.lowcvp.org.uk
 
5. Parliamentary lunch hosted 
 
LowCVP hosted its first Parliamentary lunch on 11th March. The purpose of the lunch was to 
provide a space for key parliamentarians to discuss the policy issues and options for cutting 
carbon from the road transport sector with key stakeholders from the LowCVP. 
 
The lunch, hosted by Alan Whitehead MP was well attended, and involved five MPs each 
members of key parliamentary committees or groups with an interest in low carbon vehicles 
and fuels. Also in attendance were an MP representative and a specialist advisor to the 
transport select committee, together with six senior stakeholders in the Partnership. 
 
6. Joint electric vehicle event with PRASEG 
 
The All-Party Renewable and Sustainable Energy Group (PRASEG) and LowCVP will hold a 
joint seminar on 25th March to discuss progress and developments with electric vehicles. 
The event will be chaired by Alan Whitehead MP with an introduction by the LowCVP 
Director, Greg Archer, and talks by Chris Pascall, Head of Transport, EDF, Kevin Austin, 
Head of Transport at GLA and Christine Tissot, General Manager for Electric Vehicles, 
Renault. 
 
7. LowCVP launches “engaging with investors” microsite 
 
LowCVP has launched an area of its website dedicated to assisting automotive technologies 
companies’ access investment funds. The micro-site was established on the back of a 
LowCVP on supporting SMEs in developing low carbon technology led by the Innovation 
Working Group. The study examined access to finance and provided an evidence base for 
further work in this area.  See http://www.lowcvp.org.uk/ewi/  
 
The report, undertaken by Orion Innovations, highlighted a potential lack of early stage equity 
funding and the relatively small proportion of deals for automotive applications.  However, the 
analysis was frustrated by the lack of granularity to the deal data, which is reported for the 
Cleantech sector, of which transport is a subgroup.  The report goes on to provide useful 
information regarding the sources and finance and their requirements. 
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8. LowCVP support the DfT in providing encouragement for low carbon buses  
 
The Secretary of State for Transport, Geoff Hoon, following the 2008 Pre-Budget Report, 
confirmed that the Bus Service Operators Grant (BSOG) was to be reformed and would 
provide incentives for low carbon buses along with linking any future increases in BSOG to 
fleet fuel efficiency improvements achieved by bus operators.  Shortly after the 
announcement DfT established the Bus Subsidy Advisory Group to advise them on the 
reform of BSOG and LowCVP was invited to participate, in recognition of the crucial role the 
Partnership has played in campaigning for changes to BSOG, and in developing a 
consensus on how this could be achieved. 
 
BSOG, or fuel duty rebate, has been the main barrier to the introduction of fuel efficient/low 
carbon buses in the UK. The LowCVP’s Bus Working Group has worked successfully to 
develop a consensus between bus manufacturers, operators and passenger transport 
authorities about how to reform BSOG to incentivise low carbon buses. This was 
communicated to officials as part of a LowCVP submission to the consultation on “Local Bus 
Service Support” issued by the DfT in the spring of 2008.  A series of follow-up meetings with 
officials during the autumn have helped to clarify the business case and define detailed 
proposals for revisions to the (BSOG).  This culminated in the Pre-Budget Report 
announcement confirming that BSOG was to be amended to encourage low carbon bus 
purchase. 
 
The Bus Subsidy Advisory Group has been meeting regularly since January.  In establishing 
the group DfT stated that the priority for reforming BSOG was to link future increases to 
improvements in fuel efficiency and encourage low carbon buses, which ideally they would 
want to implement during 2009.  The work of the Bus Subsidy Advisory Group has 
progressed well in the last two months and LowCVP’s view is that it is on target to achieve 
DfT’s aim and has the potential to deliver a significant boost to the development of low 
carbon buses in the UK. 

 
9. Car Advertising Seminar 
 
In conjunction with the SMMT and ISBA, LowCVP held a seminar on car advertising on 21st 
January.  The seminar was intended to provide better clarity on the existing regulation on 
green claims in car advertising and was designed in response to the on-going high level of 
complaints the ASA are receiving regarding this issue.  The event was well attended, with 65 
attendees from car manufacturers, advertising industry, Government and NGOs.  This 
represents the first output from Partnership’s work on car advertising which we plan to build 
on in the coming year. 
 
10. LowCVP membership 
 
Membership of LowCVP has now reached 303 organisations. Recently approved requests 
for membership are: 
 

• Elsbett Ltd 
• ADP Ltd  
• Origo Industries Ltd 
• EV Network 
• MAST Carbon Automotive Ltd 
• Zeroshift 
• Hugh Frost Designs Ltd 
• WhizzGo Europe Ltd 
• Luxfer Group 
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• Ilmor Engineering Ltd  
• VE Power Ltd  
• Shiply Ltd   
 

11. Communication activities 
 
LowCVP representatives have spoken at the following events since January:  

 
• 20/1 All Party Parliamentary Peak Oil and Gas Group 
• 21/1 Car Advertising Seminar 
• 18/2 21st Century Fuels, Energy Institute conference 
• 26/2 An Inconvenient Truck? Waterfront conference 
• 5/3 An Alternative Transport Future, Chatham House conference 
• 18/3 Bus 2009 Conference 
• 25/3 LowCVP / PRASEG Electric Vehicle seminar. 

 
Future events with LowCVP participation are: 
 

• 14/4 Carbon Reduction 09 
• 21/4 Clean Moves, Hanover 
• 27/4 Additives 2009 
• 5/5 All Party Parliamentary Renewable Transport Fuels Group  
• 18/5 Hart Conference 
• 8/6 LowCVP Annual Conference 
 

The monthly e-newsletter issued by the LowCVP has risen to over 1700 subscribers. The 
LowCVP website is undergoing a number of updates and design improvements. The site has 
received an average of around 10,000 visitors a week during the last three months. 
 
12. Other Activities 
 
The Secretariat has participated in a range of other member / government-led activities 
including: 
 

• 7/01 Meeting with IMIE (event organisers for Sexy Green Motorshow) 
• 7/01 Meeting with DfT – use car label 
• 9/01 Meeting DfT - biofuels 
• 12/01 Meeting with DfT – low carbon vans 
• 12/01 Meeting with Defra – Green Claims Code 
• 15/01  Involvement in Low Carbon KTN/Foresight Vehicle event at Mira 
• 19/01 Meeting with DfT and BERR – work programme and funding 2009-10 
• 21/01 Advertising seminar 
• 22/01 Meeting Geoff Hoon 
• 22/01 Powering the Future seminar – QinetiQ 
• 29/01 Meeting Scottish Executive 
• 3/02 Meeting RFA (Nic Goodall) 
• 3/02 Meeting John Thurso, Liberal Democrats Shadow Industry 
• 05/02  NAIGT Stakeholder workshop 
• 9/02 CBT event – Theresa Villiers, Conservative shadow Transport 
• 9/02 Bus Subsidy Advisory Group 
• 12/02 GLA meeting re conference 
• 18/02 Energy Institute dinner 
• 19/02 Meeting IMechE 
• 19/02 Meeting UKTI 
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• 23/02 Meeting Campaign for Better Transport 
• 24/02 DfT Biofuels expert seminar 
• 24/02 Bus Subsidy Advisory Group 
• 24/02 Meeting iCET (Chinese delegation) 
• 25/02 Meeting Angela Eagle, Treasury 
• 26/02 SMMT vans buyers advice 
• 26/02 Meeting of stakeholders to discuss proposed used car environmental label 
• 04/02 BVRLA dinner 
• 10/3 Bus Subsidy Advisory Group 
• 11/03 LowCVP Parliamentary Lunch 
• 11/03 SMMT New Car CO2 report launch 
• 14/03 Meeting T&E Vans 
• 17/03 Cenex Board 
• 20/3 London EV Partnership 
• 26/03 Meeting British Sugar 
• 27/03 Brussels low carbon cars 2050 seminar 
 

 
13. Board and Steering Group 
 
Board 
 
The Board met on the 5th February. The Board agreed to proceed to incorporation of the 
partnership and thereafter to apply for charitable status. A number of Board members 
confirmed willingness to be founding members and trustees. It was confirmed that 
Government funding cuts would be limited to the efficiency savings gained from the 
incorporation process. The meeting also discussed:  
 

• Government work programme priorities & funding 2009/10 
• The Board also accepted proposals to the new fuel economy label. 
• Finance report 2008/9 
 

The next meeting is scheduled for 19th May 2009. 
 
Steering Group 
 
The Steering Group met on the 6th January. The meeting discussed: 
 

• Funding cuts 
• LowCVP Incorporation and membership fees 
• Work programme priorities for 2009-10 
• Proposal for revision to the car fuel economy label 

 
The next meeting is planned to be held on the 21st April, however this will be the first meeting 
of the Membership Council under its new terms of reference if incorporation is approved by 
the Board on the 5th February. 
 
14. Working Group Activities 
 
Issues addressed during the most recent meeting are detailed below. 
 
Bus Working Group 
 
The Bus Working Group met on the 4th March 2009. The meeting discussed: 

6 



• Incorporation and fees 
• LowCVP Membership Council 
• Articles of Association 
• DfT update 
• Current and future work programme  
• Survey of interest 
• BSAG sub group 
• Future priorities 2009-10 
• Briefing on BSAG meetings 
• Defining a low carbon bus 

 
The next meeting will be held on the 8th July 2009 
 
Passenger Car Working Group  
 
The Working Group met on 11th February and focussed upon:  

 
• Incorporation and membership fees 
• Government update  
• Current and future workplan  
• EC regulation on Van CO2 
• Update on Van CO2 study  
 

The meeting was followed by a workshop of the High Blend Biofuels project. The next 
meeting is provisionally scheduled for the 17thJune 2009. 
 
Fuels Working Group  
 
The FWG met on 23rd January. The meetings discussed a range of issues including: 
 

• Incorporation and membership fees 
• Members Council TOR 
• Update on the revision to the RTFO 
• Update on Government’s plan regarding the Renewable Energy and Fuel Quality 

Directives 
• Consultation on RFA C&S Guidance 
• 2009/10 Work programme 

 
The next meeting of the FWG will be held on 23rd April 2009.  
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15. Future LowCVP meetings 
 
Dates for LowCVP meetings in 2009 are detailed in the table. 
 
 Board Members 

Council 
BWG CVWG FWG PCWG IWG 

Jan   6th    23rd   14th  
Feb 5th      11th   
March   4th      
April  29th    23rd   1st  
May 19th   6th      
June      17th  24th  
July  22nd  8th   16th    
Aug        
Sept 15th      9th   
Oct  22nd    29th   14th  
Nov 24th   4th    18th   
Dec        
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